COVID-19 Vaccine Q&A
Q. How were the vaccines developed so fast?
A. The rst vaccines were “messenger RNA,” or mRNA vaccines. These used research that had
been in process for many years for other viruses. With extra funding and focused research by
scientists to solve the nal steps, they went into trials quickly. Since the virus was prevalent,
many infected people were available to study in trials and provide the needed data quickly.
(Source: CDC, NIH)
Q. Is this vaccine still considered experimental?
A. No. It is o ered under the FDA’s “emergency use authorization” to facilitate availability
during a public health crisis. It is not experimental because it has cleared all safety standards,
which have not been lowered in any way for this vaccine. (Source: Mayo, FDA, CDC, New
England Journal of Medicine)
Q. Do I need a vaccine if I already had COVID-19?
A. Yes. About 10 percent who recover from COVID-19 have weak antibodies that wear o , so
they may be reinfected. We don’t know who will be in this 10 percent, so the guideline is for
everyone to receive the vaccine. (Source: biorxiv.org)
Q. What happens if I only get one dose?
A. After about two weeks, your immunity to COVID-19 will reach about 50 percent. Without a
second dose, it will remain at that level rather than go up to 95 percent. (Source: P zer data)
Q. How long does it take for me to be immune to COVID-19?
A. After about two weeks, your immunity to COVID-19 will reach about 50 percent. Then after
another 21 or 28 days you will get a second dose. Two weeks after the second dose is when
you reach 95 percent immunity. So plan on a process of ve to six weeks. (Source: P zer data)
Q. If I get vaccinated, why do I still need to wear a mask and social distance?
A. It takes a few weeks for your body to build up protection. Also, we do not know if vaccines
keep you from getting infected (we hope so!) or just keep you from getting sick if you are
infected and you might still infect others who are not vaccinated (we hope not). This is still
under study. (Source: P zer and Moderna trial data)
Q. Can I still get COVID-19 if I get the vaccine?
A.Yes. The vaccines available now are about 95 percent e ective if you receive both doses.
That’s not 100 percent, so that means some vaccinated people might still get sick if infected.
However, the vaccine will reduce the risk of severe symptoms or hospitalization. (Source: CDC,
Mayo)
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Q. Will the vaccines protect against new variants?
A. Yes. The new variants that turned up in the UK (B.1.1.7) and South Africa (501.V2) are similar
enough that if you are vaccinated, your body will recognize them and respond to ght them.
(Source: P zer data)

